
What are the active reading skills?

Write down five methods you can evaluate 
in Q4



What are the active 
reading skills?

• Pre-reading 
– check the information on 
the insert. 
– look at Q4 to get a good 
idea of the main ideas in 
the text
• Five Ws
• Structure – numbering 

paragraphs, highlight first 
sentences, label each 
section

Write down five methods you 
can evaluate in Q4

Language
Structure
Tone
Linguistic 
choices
Irony
Themes/ 
message/ moral
Symbolism
Imagery

Sentence 
length
Verb tense
Narrative voice
Form
Contrast
Colour imagery
Religious 
imagery
Sensory 
description



Monday 4th April

What are we learning? 
How to improve our active 
reading skills.
Why? 
To prepare for our PPEs
Words
Pre-reading, Five Ws, 
Structure



Term 4 and 5 Weekly Focus

28th Feb Macbeth

7th March Language Paper 2 

14th March Unseen Poetry 

21st March PPE DIRT Lang 1/ ACC/ Poetry

28th March Macbeth
Y11 Parents’ Evening

4th April Language Paper 1

EASTER Revision

25th April Language Paper 2

2nd May Literature ACC and Anthology Poetry 

9th May Language Paper 1 

16th May Language Paper 1 GCSE
Wed 18th May

23rd May Literature 1 GCSE
(ACC and Anthology Poetry) Wed 25th May 

HALF-
TERM

6th June Literature 2 GCSE
(Shakespeare and Unseen Poetry)
Wed 8th June  
Language Paper 2 GCSE Fri 10th June



Language Paper 1 - Reading

In this lesson we are going to think about how to use the 
15 minutes reading time effectively for Language Paper 
1.

The main ideas we will be looking at are:

1. Pre-reading

2. Five W’s

3. Structure

Copy these into 
your book.





Active Reading 1 - Pre-reading

This involves looking ahead at the exam paper questions before reading the insert to 
help focus your reading.

The first step involves reading the information given to you on page one and at the 
beginning of the extract.

Read and underline key information about the text (name, author, when written, text-
type, where it is set, etc)



Now look at the question 
paper.

Identify the section you 
will be looking at for 
Question 4.

Look at the information 
from the ‘reader’ – what 
do you learn about the 
main ideas in text?

Write what you find at the 
top of the insert.

Active Reading 1 - Pre-reading



Reading the text

Read the text slowly and carefully –
spend 5 to 10 minutes on this.



Active Reading - 2 The Five ‘W’s

Make notes on the insert in answer to the 
following questions:
• Who? Main characters – what do we learn 

about them (age, gender, motivation, etc)?
• Where? Country, area, inside/outside, 

buildings, rooms, vehicle, etc?
• When? Historical period, year, time of 

year, time of day, etc?
• What? What is going on? What happens?
• Why? Why do the characters do what they 

do? What is their motivation?



Active Reading - 3 Structure

Focus on how the text is structured.
• Number the paragraphs
• Highlight the first sentence of each paragraph
• Give each paragraph, or section, a brief label

(eg Mr Fisher’s home) for the first paragraph.
• Where can you see any conflict? How is 

tension created?
• What do you notice about any shifts in focus 

(places, people, time, mood)? 
Beginning/ending? Patterns? Repetition?



What do you have 
to do?

How many 
marks?
How many 
minutes?



Q1 Mark your answers
Indicative content; students may include:  

• he lived alone  

• he lived in a terraced house  

• he lived in a small house 

• he lived in the centre of town 

• he didn’t own a car 

• he did much of his weekend marking at school  

• he travelled home by bus  

• he took some books and papers home at the 
weekend to mark 

Also credit: 

• he is a teacher 

• marking in the form room 

• marking after school  

• he worked in school 

• he does his marking 

Do not credit: 

• he did as much of his marking as he 
could  

• he did as much as he could in the 
form room 

• two or three stacks of books to take 
home 

• small terraced house (needs to 
reference living in the house)  

• did not drive  

• lonely (not the same as alone)



How do I approach Question 4?

This is an evaluative question so you are being 
asked to give your opinion about a given 
statement. 

Questions 1, 2 and 3 have built up towards this 
question and you will use a mixture of these 
different types of analysis in Q4. 

You will be asked to agree or not with the 
statement so you will need to explore the ideas
in the statement and the extract.

You also need to explain what methods the 
writer uses to make us think that this is the 
case, and you need to support your points with 
references to the text.



Question 4



Question Four



Answer the question:
The red-headed girl clearly has lots of advantages…

I’m not sure that Rosabel should be angry, though…

Support your answer:
We can see this as it says, ‘…’

Explain the writer’s methods:
The writer uses …

Evaluate how this might affect the reader:
This might make the reader feel that …

How can we make sure that we answer Q4 in the way 
the examiner wants us to?



Question Four



Now re-write your Q4 response, 
making sure that your answer has:

1. Answered the focus of the question 
- Mr Fisher clearly didn’t expect the 
story to be so good…

2. Quotations - We can see this as it 
says, ‘_________’

3. Explained a method used by the 
writer - The writer uses …

4. Evaluated how this may affect the 
reader: This is effective as it might 
make the reader feel that …


