
Monday 31st January

What are we learning? 
How to improve our active 
reading skills.
Why? 
To prepare for our PPEs
Words
Pre-reading, Five Ws, 
Structure



Term 3 Weekly Focus -
10/1/22 - ACC revision

17/1/22 - ACC and Anthology Poetry 

24/1/22 - Language Paper 1

31/1/22 - Language Paper 1

7/2/22 - Language Paper 1

14/2/22 PPEs
• English Language Monday 14th Feb
• English Literature Wednesday 16th Feb

HALF-TERM - REVISION

28/2/22 - PPEs continue



Language Paper 1 - Reading

In this lesson we are going to think about how to use the 
15 minutes reading time effectively for Language Paper 
1.

The main ideas we will be looking at are:

1. Pre-reading

2. Five W’s

3. Structure

Copy these into 
your book.





Active Reading 1 - Pre-reading

This involves looking ahead at the exam paper questions before reading the insert to 
help focus your reading.

The first step involves reading the information given to you on page one and at the 
beginning of the extract.

Read and underline key information about the text (name, author, when written, text-
type, where it is set, etc)



Now look at the question 
paper.

Identify the section you 
will be looking at for 
Question 4.

Look at the information 
from the ‘reader’ – what 
do you learn about the 
main ideas in text?

Write what you find at the 
top of the insert.

Active Reading 1 - Pre-reading



You can also identify 
the section you will be 
looking at for 
Question 2.

Draw a box around 
this section on the 
insert.

Active Reading 1 - Pre-reading



Reading the text

Read the text slowly and carefully –
spend 5 to 10 minutes on this.



Make notes on the insert in answer to the 
following questions:
• Who? Main characters – what do we learn 

about them (age, gender, motivation, etc)?
• Where? Country, area, inside/outside, 

buildings, rooms, vehicle, etc?
• When? Historical period, year, time of 

year, time of day, etc?
• What? What is going on? What happens?
• Why? Why do the characters do what they 

do? What is their motivation?

Active Reading - 2 The Five ‘W’s



Focus on how the text is structured.
• Number the paragraphs
• Highlight the first sentence of each 

paragraph
• Give each paragraph, or section, a brief label

(eg Alice drinking – scenery) for the first 
paragraph.

• Where can you see any conflict? How is 
tension created?

• What do you notice about any shifts in focus 
(places, people, time, mood)? 
Beginning/ending? Patterns? Repetition?

Active Reading - 3 Structure



How many 
marks?
How many 
minutes?

What do you have 
to do?



• Alice has a water bottle
• Alice drinks water in great gulps
• There is a heat haze
• There is a road below her
• The tarmac on the road is dented
• The sky is an endless blue
• The cicadas are hidden in the shade
• The grass is dry

Q1 Mark your answers


