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Lesson 3 Language Paper 1 – Q4 Ideas and Methods

This lesson is to focus students on the how to write about ideas and methods I 
Q4.

They should already have copies of the exam paper (Nov 2017 – Labyrinth), but 
this lesson they will need a copy of the extract from The Mill on slide 16.

Also, print off slide 19 or 20 (depending on your group) and slide 21.

1. Go through slides 3-7 as a recap.

2. Go through the information on Q4 – 10-14

3. Slide 15 goes through the methods (as outlined in Mr Bruff’s video – so they 
should be familiar with them…). They can copy them down.

4. They can find and highlight the AO4 content from AQA then look at how to 
construct an answer paragraph on slide 18.

5. They can have example answers to look at (19 or 20) and then do the 
activities on the Rosabel answer.



What are the active reading skills?



What are the active reading skills?

•Pre-reading 

– check the information on the insert. 

– look at Q4 to get a good idea of the main ideas in the 
text

• Five Ws

• Structure – numbering paragraphs, highlight first 
sentences, label each section



Tuesday 1st February

What are we learning? 
How to analyse ideas and 
methods in Q4
Why? 
To prepare for our PPEs
Words
Pre-reading, Five Ws, 
Structure



Term 4 PPEs w/b February 14th

Language

Paper 1 - Creative 
Reading and 
Writing

Literature

•A Christmas Carol

•Anthology Poetry



Term 3 Weekly Focus -
10/1/22 - ACC revision

17/1/22 - ACC and Anthology Poetry 

24/1/22 - Language Paper 1

31/1/22 - Language Paper 1

7/2/22 - Language Paper 1

14/2/22 PPEs
• English Language Monday 14th Feb
• English Literature Wednesday 16th Feb

HALF-TERM - REVISION

28/2/22 - PPEs continue



Language Paper 1 - Reading

In this lesson we are going to think about how to approach 
Q4. We will look at the criteria, discuss methods and think 
about how to construct an answer. We will look at some Q4 
questions and responses from past papers.

Next lesson we will plan a Q4 response for the Labyrinth
extract.

The main ideas we will be looking at are:

1. Evaluation

2. Ideas

3. Methods

Copy these into 
your book.





Question 4 assessment objective

AO4 Evaluate texts critically and support 
this with appropriate textual references



How do I approach Question 4?

This is an evaluative question so you are being 
asked to give your opinion about a given 
statement. 

Questions 1, 2 and 3 have built up towards this 
question and you will use a mixture of these 
different types of analysis in Q4. 

You will be asked to agree or not with the 
statement so you will need to explore the ideas
in the statement and the extract.

You also need to explain what methods the 
writer uses to make us think that this is the 
case, and you need to support your points with 
references to the text.



Question 4



Where in the text?
What is the focus?
How many marks? 
How many minutes?

This was the Q4 from your last English Language Paper 1 PPE in June



Q4
Firstly, you are being asked to agree 
with whether Hartop is ‘hard and 
cruel’ (or not).
What would be your evidence for 
this? 

You are also being asked whether 
you agree that ‘all of our sympathy 
is with Alice’.
Why/why not? 
Evidence? 



What do we mean by ‘methods’? 
• Language

• Structure

• Tone

• Linguistic choices

• Irony

• Themes/ message/ 
moral

• Symbolism

• Imagery

• Sentence length

• Verb tense

• Narrative voice

• Form

• Contrast

• Colour imagery

• Religious imagery

• Sensory description

As Mr Bruff said, you can write about any method the 
writer has used, if you feel that method has created the 
impression you are writing about.

Copy 
these into 
your book.



Q4
Do you agree that Hartop is 
‘hard and cruel’? 
Evidence for this? 
Methods used by the writer?

Do you agree that ‘all of our 
sympathy is with Alice’? 
Why/why not? 
Evidence? 
Methods?



• Alice’s acceptance of her father’s harsh 
behaviour to suggest it is a normal part of 
her life 

• Alice’s onslaught from the weather as 
well as Hartop

• use of violent verbs such as ‘smash’ to 
describe the rain attacking Alice and 
create sympathy for her 

• the differing importance of the 
chrysanthemums to Alice and her father  

• the role of Alice’s mother in the family 
dynamics 

• use of direct speech to convey the 
misunderstanding between Hartop and 
Alice, possibly as symptomatic of the 
father/daughter relationship

Find and label the following AO4 
content as mentioned by AQA



Q4 Structuring your response

Answer the question:
I agree that the writer shows Hartop to be …

Also, I think that we feel sympathy for Alice…

Support your answer:
We can see this as it says, ‘…’

Explain the writer’s methods:
The writer uses …

Evaluate how this might affect the reader:
This might make the reader feel that …
This is effective because…



Q4 Level 3 writing
11-15 marks



Q4 Level 4 writing
16-20 marks



I agree that the red-haired girl is presented as having 
many advantages in life. This is evident from one of the 
very first descriptions of the girl’s eye colour as ‘green 
ribbon shot with gold’. The colour imagery of ‘gold’ has 
connotations of royalty and treasure, both suggesting she 
is of a higher class than Rosabel. In addition, the use of 
the imperative verbs and the exclamatory statement in 
the red-haired girl’s speech in  ‘Let me’ and ‘I must have 
that!’ demonstrate the great authority and power the 
red-haired girl acquires. This shows that she has many 
advantages as she is able to have whatever she wishes. 
Moreover, Rosabel calls the red-haired girl ‘Madam’ 
which strengthens her superiority and likens Rosabel to a 
servant, therefore distinguishing greatly between the 
two. Furthermore, the red-haired girl ‘left Harry to pay’, 
presenting her great sense of entitlement as she can 
simply assume things will be done for her.

However, I do not agree that Rosabel has a right to be angry. 
This is because the re-haired girl kindly compliments Rosabel
and says, ‘It suits you beautifully.’ this is presented as quite a 
genuine statement and the comma slows down the pace, 
making the red-haired girl’s speech seem gentler. This idea is 
further strengthened by the red-haired girl who ‘smiled again 
at Rosabel.’ A smile is thought to be an affectionate gesture 
and is normally associated with happiness and kindness. 
Therefore, in some ways it seems almost unreasonable for 
Rosabel to be angry. Furthermore, Rosabel’s anger is described 
as ‘sudden’ and ‘ridiculous’ and both imply that Rosabel’s
anger is rash, impulsive and without thought. In addition, the 
anger ‘seized’ Rosabel suggesting how powerful and reckless it 
is and can be interpreted to overpower rational feelings.

Therefore, although I do agree that the red-haired girl is 
advantageous, I do not agree that it is necessarily right for 
Rosabel to be so furious.

Example Q4 answer. Top Level 3 - 15 marks

Highlight and label:
• Clear focus on the question
• Supporting quotations
• Focus on methods
• Evaluation of effect on the reader



Plenary

1. How many marks is Q4 worth? 
2. How long should you spend on it?
3. Which assessment objective applies?
4. Complete the following key words:
5. e __ __ l__ __ __ e
6. __ d__ __s
7. m __ __ __o__ __


