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English Language Paper 1 Revision Guide 

1 hour 45 minutes (spend 15 mins of this reading the source) 
 
Section A - Reading – 40 marks 

• Q1 – 4 marks 

• Q2 – 8 marks 

• Q3 – 8 marks 

• Q4 – 20 marks 
Section B - Writing - 40 marks 

(24 marks for content and 16 marks for technical accuracy.) 
Spend roughly one minute on each mark. 

 

 

Section A is assessing your reading skills. This means your ability to understand 

information from a text (AO1), to analyse how language and structure create meaning 

(AO2), and to make judgements about how effectively a text conveys ideas to the reader 

(AO4) 

In Language Paper 1 you will have one fiction text to read. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To help with time-management and to maximise your marks we 

recommend the following approach to Language Paper1: 

STEP ONE: Active Reading of the source for 15 minutes (see below) 

STEP TWO: Do Q5 – the writing task (45 minutes) 

STEP THREE: Do Q4 – evaluation of ideas and methods (25 mins) 

STEP FOUR: Do Q2 (10 mins), Q3 (10 mins) and Q1 (4 mins) 

 

We have organised the resources below in this order. 
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ACTIVE READING SKILLS 

Spend the first 15 minutes reading the text using ACTIVE READING SKILLS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTIVE READING SKILLS 

This involves looking ahead at the exam paper questions before reading the insert to help focus 

your reading. 

STEP 1 - The first step involves reading the information given to you on page one and at the 

beginning of the extract. Read and underline key information about the text (name, author, when 

written, text-type, where it is set, etc) 

STEP 2 – Now look at Question 4 as this gives you a good idea about key ideas in the text. Look at 

the information from the ‘reader’ – what do you learn about the main ideas in text? Write what 

you find at the top of the insert.  

 

 

STEP 3 – Now read the extract slowly and carefully. Identify the Five W’s (Who, What, Where, 

When, Why) 

STEP 4 - Focus on how the text is structured. 

• Number the paragraphs 

• Highlight the first sentence of each paragraph 

• Give each paragraph, or section, a brief label (eg Alice drinking – scenery) for the first 

paragraph. 

• Where can you see any conflict? How is tension created? What do you notice about any 

shifts in focus (places, people, time, mood)? Beginning/ending? Patterns? Repetition? 



 3 

Read the extract below. 
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You can practise your Active Reading Skills on this extract here… 
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Section B - Question 5 (40 marks – 45 minutes) 
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You have a choice of two tasks which may be descriptive or narrative. 

Think of your writing as the opening of a story or a short scene from a film, rather than the whole novel 

or film.  

Use the source material to help you with structure and vocabulary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aim for five paragraphs, each 

with five sentences. 
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Q5 Write a story based on this image. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I smile at the camera. The photographer seems surprised and looks at the policeman. I just hug myself in 

my new fur coat. Gently, I caress the soft fur – it feels like rolls of velvet, it feels like luxury. I feel like a 

princess. I haven’t always felt like this. 

When I first met John I almost fainted – he was so handsome, like a film star. He was my Prince Charming 

and he told me I was his princess. He promised me he would give me the world. All I ever wanted was a 

real fur coat and he told me that when he had the money he would. He started coming home late and told 

me, with a mischievous smile, that the fur coat would soon be mine. Of course, I believed him; why 

wouldn’t I? We were happy, like children at Christmas or the first time you drink champagne – it was wildly 

exciting, fizzy and… dangerous. 

Then it all changed. I shouldn’t really have even been there, but I had forgotten to get bread and I cut 

through the streets to the old bakery. I hadn’t been through this particular side street before, and I noticed 

a café on the corner. I saw John inside and my heart leapt – he looked happy and had that smile that I love 

so much. I smiled and walked towards him but then I saw he was with someone else. They were holding 

hands. They were drinking wine. She was wearing a coat: a fur coat. It was as if someone had punched me 

in the stomach – it actually felt like a real physical force. I turned around and staggered home, my mind full 

of scorpions. I was raging, my heart was on fire… and then I went very cold. 

When I killed them, I was surprised at the mess. Blood everywhere. They were in bed so luckily no blood 

got on the coat. 

 

Finish this story… 
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Question 4 (20 marks – 20-22 minutes) 

 

How do I approach Question 4? 
This is an evaluative question so you are being asked to give your opinion about a given statement. 
Questions 1, 2 and 3 have built up towards this question and you will use a mixture of these 
different types of analysis in Q4. In the question above you are being asked to agree or not with the 
statement that Alex is struggling to cope with his mother’s illness . You need to explain what 
methods the writer uses to make us think that this is the case, and you need to support your points 
with references to the text. 
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Key Phrases for Q4 
• I agree with the student that ______________________. One of the reasons I think this is 

because of the way the writer describes… 
• The use of… creates a sense of… 
• Consequently, this makes it seem like… 
• Another reason why I think the writer has made ________________________ is by the use 

of… 
• The words/techniques/phrase… gives the reader the impression that he…  
• However, you could argue that __________________ and is actually  …  

 

 

 
EXAMPLE RESPONSE at Level 4 
 
I agree completely in that Alex is struggling to cope with his mother’s illness which is especially 
noticeable during this part of the story. This is evident during Alexander’s outburst at his sister’s 
predictions about his mother dying where he says, ‘You  two are just kids. You don’t know what 
you’re talking about!’ Which shows a sense of denial from Alexander. This could then show 
Alexander looking for a sense of normality from his past of when his mother was well which however 
may not come true as predicted by his sister Andrea. It could be said that the inevitability of this 
prediction is similar to the storm as it is impossible to stop a storm by simply denying it’s existence 
as Alexander is trying to do with his mother’s illness. Also, the storm could also represent the 
inevitable chaos within the house if his mother dies as there is already a chaotic structure in the cold 
household where ‘each of them are whenever and whatever they pleased’ and even goes so far as 
referring to the situation as ‘almost like a party.’ 
 
Also in the last paragraph, Alex reflects on his memories of his mother before the illness, which 
furthermore portrays this sense of longing for his mother and the lifestyle of order that he was used 
to. By listing the aspects of his life before his mother’s illness such as ‘her flowers, the once-familiar 
fragrance of fresh-baked cookies and the smell of paint’ and then going on to describe his mother as 
‘little more than a silent ghost’ creates this sense of change and helps the reader to i magine the vast 
impact this illness has had on not only Alexander’s mother, but Alexander’s whole world as well.  
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Question 2 (8 marks – 8/9 minutes) 

 

This question assesses Language ie: Words / Phrases / Language Features / Language Techniques / 

Sentence Forms   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do I approach Question 2? 

1. Work out an overview sentence (or thesis) based on the focus of the question (eg. how the effects 

of the storm are presented) before you start to look in detail at language, eg. The writer uses 

language to present the storm as violent and dangerous… 

2. Then, try to find three different ways in which the writer uses language (ie: Words / Phrases / 

Language Features / Language Techniques / Sentence Forms…) to convey this to the reader. 

3. You must write about the effect of the language on the meaning. 
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Key Phrases for Question 2 
• Another way in which the writer uses language to _______________ is by using… 
• The use of the word/phrase/technique… suggests 
• This creates an impression/feeling/idea of…which makes the reader understand… 
• Another way the writer uses language is by…  

 

 

In this extract, the storm is described as being powerful and dangerous. One way in which the writer uses 

language to describe the effect of the storm is by describing how the wind was ‘lashing the trees.’ The use 

of the powerful verb ‘lashing’ suggests that the wind is whipping the trees. This use of personification 

creates an impression of the wind being alive and acting in a brutal and cruel way which makes the reader 

understand just how powerful it is. Another way the writer uses language is by…  

 

Level 4 response 

The writer uses violent imagery to convey the brutal effects of the storm. The wind is ‘lashing’ the trees, a 

verb implying it is so forceful it is ruthlessly thrashing them, as if nature is inflicting a cruel punishment on 

the landscape. In addition, the writer uses personification in ‘furious waves’ to suggest how the Pacific 

Ocean is pounding at the rocks, uncontrollably beating against them with anger and aggression. The writer 

also uses sound imagery to add to the impact of the visual description of the ocean ‘roaring’ by using an 

adjective to suggest the thunderous noise of the storm which sounds like a wild animal, full of rage as it 

attacks and devours its prey.  

 

Question 3 (8 marks – 8/9 minutes) 

 

How do we comment on structure? 
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• What does the writer present to us at the beginning? What effect does this have? 

• Where does our focus change and why? What effect on meaning? 

• What happens after that? Again, what effect? 

• How does it end? And how does this affect meaning? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do I approach Question 3? 

• Go through and find as many things as you can based on the bullet points in the question – do not 

write about language! 

• Pick your strongest THREE to take forward (if you have nothing to say about why the writer used it, 

don’t put it in your answer) 

• Top tip: write a word next to each paragraph about what it is focused on eg- weather, character; 

event- look for where it changes. Does it ‘zoom in’ or ‘zoom out’? How does it open- what is the 

reader first introduced to? 

You must think about the effect on the meaning of the structure. For example: 

• Creates a particular atmosphere or mood (you need to say what this is, eg. tense, sad, joyful, 

sinister, mysterious…) 

• Sets the scene so the reader understand something important about when, or where the story is 

set 

• Introduces a character, or what sort of frame of mind the character is in 

• Introduces a problem or a disruption to the original mood – maybe a new character arrives, or 

something happens… 

• Maybe a flashback to something earlier to help explain to the reader 
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Key Phrases for Question 3 
• At the beginning of the text the writer focuses our attention on… 
• For example, he writes… 
• This creates a sense of/makes the reader feel… 
• The writer then changes the focus of the text to… where the narrator… 
• This creates a sense of…  

 

 

Example response – Level 3 

The text is divided into two parts: in the first half, the writer focuses our attention on a single character, 
Alexander Cold, before later showing how he interacts with the rest of his family. The very first line of the 
text explains that Alex is waking in his bed ‘at dawn, startled by a nightmare’, so person, place and time 
are immediately established. The focus then narrows to details of the dream, where a huge black bird 
‘carried off his mother’. The use of the word ‘startled’ in the first sentence creates a sudden and abrupt 
opening, and this, together with the focus on the nightmare which follows, instils a sense of unease in the 
reader. After this we switch to Alex’s frightened reaction, and learn that he thinks it’s going to be a bad 
day. The sentence ‘There had been a lot of days like that since his mother got sick’ is important because it is 
the first mention of his mother being ill. It reminds us of the nightmare at the beginning, and at this point 
we understand the meaning of it and that Alex is scared she might die. 
 

 

Question 1 – (4 marks – 4 minutes) 
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Keep your answers really simple. Make clear separate points. No need for lots of inference and definitely 

no language analysis. 
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Example Language Paper 1 

Extract from The Time Machine – H.G. Wells 

At this point, the narrator has just exited the time machine after its first journey.  

‘The machine was standing on a sloping beach. The sea stretched away to the south-west, to 

rise into a sharp bright horizon against the wan sky. There were no breakers and no waves, 

for not a breath of wind was stirring. Only a slight oily swell rose and fell like a gentle 

breathing, and showed that the eternal sea was still moving and living. And along the margin 

where the water sometimes broke was a thick incrustation of salt—pink under the lurid sky. 

There was a sense of oppression in my head, and I noticed that I was breathing very fast. 

The sensation reminded me of my only experience of mountaineering, and from that I 

judged the air to be more rarefied than it is now. 

 

‘Far away up the desolate slope I heard a harsh scream, and saw a thing like a huge white 

butterfly go slanting and flittering up into the sky and, circling, disappear over some low 

hillocks beyond. The sound of its voice was so dismal that I shivered and seated myself 

more firmly upon the machine. Looking round me again, I saw that, quite near, what I had 

taken to be a reddish mass of rock was moving slowly towards me. Then I saw the thing was 

really a monstrous crab-like creature. Can you imagine a crab as large as yonder table, with 

its many legs moving slowly and uncertainly, its big claws swaying, its long antennæ, like 

carters’ whips, waving and feeling, and its stalked eyes gleaming at you on either side of its 

metallic front? Its back was corrugated and ornamented with ungainly bosses, and a greenish 

incrustation blotched it here and there. I could see the many palps of its complicated mouth 

flickering and feeling as it moved. 

 

‘As I stared at this sinister apparition crawling towards me, I felt a tickling on my cheek as 

though a fly had lighted there. I tried to brush it away with my hand, but in a moment it 

returned, and almost immediately came another by my ear. I struck at this, and caught 

something threadlike. It was drawn swiftly out of my hand. With a frightful qualm, I turned, 

and I saw that I had grasped the antenna of another monster crab that stood just behind me. 

Its evil eyes were wriggling on their stalks, its mouth was all alive with appetite, and its vast 

ungainly claws, smeared with an algal slime, were descending upon me. In a moment my 

hand was on the lever, and I had placed a month between myself and these monsters. But I 

was still on the same beach, and I saw them distinctly now as soon as I stopped. Dozens of 

them seemed to be crawling here and there, in the sombre light, among the foliated sheets of 

intense green. 

 

 
 

Questions on The Time Machine 
 
Q1 – List four things that you learn about the place in paragraph 1? 
 
1 
2 
3 
4 
 
 
 
Q2 - Look carefully at this extract 
 
‘Far away up the desolate slope I heard a harsh scream, and saw a thing like a huge white butterfly go 

slanting and flittering up into the sky and, circling, disappear over some low hillocks beyond. The sound of 
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its voice was so dismal that I shivered and seated myself more firmly upon the machine. Looking round me 

again, I saw that, quite near, what I had taken to be a reddish mass of rock was moving slowly towards me. 

Then I saw the thing was really a monstrous crab-like creature. Can you imagine a crab as large as yonder 

table, with its many legs moving slowly and uncertainly, its big claws swaying, its long antennæ, like 

carters’ whips, waving and feeling, and its stalked eyes gleaming at you on either side of its metallic front? 

Its back was corrugated and ornamented with ungainly bosses, and a greenish incrustation blotched it here 

and there. I could see the many palps of its complicated mouth flickering and feeling as it moved. 

 
 
How does the writer use language here to describe the thoughts and feelings of the narrator?  
 
You could include the writer’s choice of:  

• words and phrases  

• language features and techniques  

• sentence forms.  
(8 marks) 

 
Q3  
You now need to think about the whole of the Source.  
This text is from the opening of a novel.  
How has the writer structured the text to interest you as a reader?  
You could write about:  

• what the writer focuses your attention on at the beginning  

• how and why the writer changes this focus as the Source develops  

• any other structural features that interest you.  
(8 marks) 
 
 
Q4.  
Focus this part of your answer on the second part of the Source from line 19 (‘As I stared at this sinister 
apparition…’) to the end.  
 
A student, having read this section of the text said: “The writer brings the characters’ fear and uncertainty 
to life for the reader. It is as if you are at the same beach as them.”  
 
To what extent do you agree?  
In your response, you could:  

• write about your own impressions of the character 

• evaluate how the writer has created these impressions  

• support your opinions with references to the text.  
 
[20 marks] 
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Q5:  Your school magazine will be publishing a collection of creative writing written by students. 

 

EITHER:  Write a story about a conflict as suggested by this image: 

 

OR:  Write a description about a place that has had a lasting impression on you. 

 

(24 marks for content and organisation 
16 marks for technical accuracy) 

[40 marks] 

 

 

 

Section B: Writing 
 

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section. 
Write in full sentences. 

You are reminded of the need to plan your answer. 
You should leave enough time to check your work at the end. 
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GCSE English Language 
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Paper 1 Explorations in creative reading and writing 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

This extract comes from the middle of the novel 'The Blind Assassin'. Iris has had a difficult relationship 
with her sister, who has lived with her and her husband since their parents' death when she was fourteen. 
 
Ten days after the war ended, my sister Laura drove a car off a bridge. The bridge was being repaired: 
she went right through the Danger sign. The car fell a hundred feet into the ravine, smashing through the 
treetops feathery with new leaves, then burst into flames and rolled down into the shallow creek at the 
bottom. Chunks of the bridge fell on top of it. Nothing much was left of her but charred smithereens. 
 
I was informed of the accident by a policeman: the car was mine, and they'd traced the licence. His tone 
was respectful: no doubt he recognized Richard's name. He said the tires may have caught on a 
streetcar track or the brakes may have failed, but he also felt bound to inform me that two witnesses - a 
retired lawyer and a bank teller, dependable people - had claimed to have seen the whole thing. They'd 
said Laura had turned the car sharply and deliberately, and had plunged off the bridge with no more fuss 
than stepping off a curb. They'd noticed her hands on the wheel because of the white gloves she'd been 
wearing. 
 
It wasn't the brakes, I thought. She had her reasons. Not that they were ever the same as anybody else's 
reasons. She was completely ruthless in that way. 
 
"I suppose you want someone to identify her," I said. "I'll come down as soon as I can." I could hear the 
calmness of my own voice, as if from a distance. In reality I could barely get the words out; my mouth 
was numb, my entire face was rigid with pain. I felt as if I'd been to the dentist. I was furious with Laura 
for what she'd done, but also with the policeman for implying that she'd done it. A hot wind was blowing 
around my head, the strands of my hair lifting and swirling in it, like ink spilled in water. 
 
"I'm afraid there will be an inquest, Mrs. Griffen," he said.;"Naturally," I said. "But it was an accident. My 
sister was never a good driver." 
 
I could picture the smooth oval of Laura's face, her neatly pinned chignon, the dress she would have 
been wearing: a shirtwaist with a small rounded collar, in a sober colour - navy blue or steel grey or 
hospital-corridor green. Penitential colours - less like something she'd chosen to put on than like 
something she'd been locked up in. Her solemn half-smile; the amazed lift of her eyebrows, as if she 
were admiring the view. 
 
The white gloves: a Pontius Pilate gesture. She was washing her hands of me. Of all of us. What had she 
been thinking of as the car sailed off the bridge, then hung suspended in the afternoon sunlight, glinting 
like a dragonfly for that one instant of held breath before the plummet? Of Alex, of Richard, of bad faith, 
of our father and his wreckage; of God, perhaps, and her fatal, triangular bargain. Or of the stack of 
cheap school exercise books that she must have hidden that very morning, in the bureau drawer where I 
kept my stockings, knowing I would be the one to find them. 
 
Chignon: a type of pinned up hairstyle, similar to a bun 
Pontius Pilate: the man who condemned Jesus to death and famously 'washed his hands' to show he 
didn't approve of the sentence he had to give. 
Penitential: repentance- when you are sorry for what you have done 
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Section A: Reading 
 

1. Read the first paragraph again. 
 
List four things we learn about the way the car crashed. 
(4 marks) 
 
2. Look in detail at the fourth paragraph. 
 
How does the writer use language here to describe Iris' reaction? You could include the writer’s choice of: 
• words and phrases 
• language features and techniques 

• sentence forms. 
(8 marks) 
 
3. You now need to think about the whole of the Source. 
This text is from the middle of a novel. 
How has the writer structured the text to interest you as a reader? You could write about: 
• what the writer focuses your attention on at the beginning 
• how and why the writer changes this focus as the Source develops 

• any other structural features that interest you. 
(8 marks) 
 
4. Focus this part of your answer on the first half of the source. 
A student said ‘This part of the story, re-telling a devastating moment in Laura's life, reveals a distance 
between the two sisters.’ To what extent do you agree? 
In your response, you could: 
• consider your own impressions of Iris 
• evaluate how the writer shows that Iris feels distant from her sister 

• support your response with references to the text 
(20 marks) 
 
 

 
Section B: Writing 
 
5. A magazine has asked for contributions for 
their creative writing page. 
Either: 
 
 
 
Write a description of passengers boarding a 
train as suggested by this picture (picture of a 
passengers boarding a train). 
 
Or 
Write a story that begins with the sentence: 

‘The problem with putting on a mask to face the outside world, is that at some point there will come a 
point when you are unable to take it off.’ 
(24 marks for content and organisation and 16 marks for technical accuracy) [40 marks] 


