
“Solitary as an _________”
“Keep it? But you ________ keep it!” 

“Mankind was my _________! The common welfare 

was my _________!”
“But they were happy, grateful, __________ with 

one another, and contented with the time”
“I will honour _________ in my heart”

Fill the gaps



“Solitary as an oyster”
“Keep it? But you don’t keep it!” 

“Mankind was my business! The common welfare 

was my business!”
“But they were happy, grateful, pleased with one 

another, and contented with the time”
“I will honour Christmas in my heart”

Fill the gaps



Tuesday 3rd May

What are we learning? 

How to revise A Christmas Carol 
Why? 

To prepare for our Literature 
exam on Wednesday 25th May



Term 5 Weekly Focus
25th April Language Paper 2

2nd May Literature ACC and Anthology Poetry 

9th May Language Paper 1 

16th May Language Paper 1 GCSE
Wed 18th May

23rd May Literature 1 GCSE
(ACC and Anthology Poetry) Wed 25th May 

HALF-TERM

6th June Literature 2 GCSE
(Shakespeare and Unseen Poetry)
Wed 8th June  
Language Paper 2 GCSE Fri 10th June



English Literature Exams

Literature Paper 1
Wed 25th May

• 19th Century Novel- A 
Christmas Carol
30 marks

• Anthology Poetry
30 marks

Literature Paper 2
Wed 8th June

• Macbeth
30 marks + 4 SPAG

• Unseen Poetry 
Part 1 - 24 marks + 4 SPAG
Part 2 – 8 marks

You are only assessed on AO4 (SPAG) in Paper 2



On May 25th you have Literature Paper 1.
This consists of two separate exam papers – one on A Christmas 
Carol (N 19th Century Novel), and one on the Poetry Anthology (1P 
Poetry Anthology).
Each exam is 50 minutes long.



Your paragraphs should include aspects of the 
different Assessment Objectives

What?
Respond to the question (make a 
point).
Use references (evidence from 
the text) to support your ideas

How?
Explore the writer’s methods.
Explain the effect on the reader.

Why?
Link to the writer’s big ideas and 
the context of the text.



Dickens uses a clear five-part 
structure. He also uses a cyclical 
structure where we are able to see 
Scrooge’s transformation by the 
way he interacts differently with 
the characters we met in Stave 1

1. Marley’s Ghost

2. Ghost of Christmas Past

3. Ghost of Christmas Present

4. Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come

5. Scrooge’s redemption

A Christmas Carol – The 
Plot and Structure



Highlight three key quotations from each chapter.



Form
a novella
a ghost story

Structure
Carols and five staves
Three ghosts

Language
Clear narrative voice
Simile/ metaphor/ personification
Dialogue

Themes

Plot Characters

Context

Reminder: When we study a text we are 
always thinking about these things.



3. Read the extract 
and annotate it. 
What relates to the 
question focus? 
What methods is 
Dickens using?

2. Read the essay 
question. BUG the 
question to make 
sure you know 
what the 
theme/character 
focus is. Make 
initial notes about 
it.

1. Read the 
introduction which 
explains where the 
extract is from and 
what is happening.



Where do we see ideas about being an outsider represented in the novel?
How is Scrooge an outsider? 
What changes and why?
Why has Dickens made this a key theme in the novel?
Who is he aiming his ideas at?
What is the context of the novel?

Starting with this extract, how does Dickens present Scrooge as 

an outsider?

Write about: -
How Dickens presents Scrooge as an outsider in this extract
How Dickens presents Scrooge as an outsider in the novel as a 
whole.

(30 marks)

Mind-map the question – 5 minutes



Now plan your THESIS based on the essay question.
All of your paragraphs should link to this argument.

In this extract Dickens 
presents Scrooge as 
an outsider 

Another way in 
which Dickens 
presents Scrooge 
as an outsider …

In the novella as a whole
Dickens presents Scrooge as 
an outsider

The idea of being an 
outsider is a key theme 
in the novella because…

Mention the name 
of the writer and 
the focus of the 
question in each 
topic sentence.



What is the focus 
of the extract? 

Analyse the extract – 5 minutes

How does this part of 
the novella compare 
to other parts of the 
novella?
How does it compare 
to the end of the 
novella?
How is Dickens using 
cyclical structure in 
the novella?

How does 
Dickens present 
Scrooge in this 
extract?
What methods 
can you see?



Now write 
your 
response



How does Dickens present Scrooge as an outsider in 
the novella?

What? (AO1)
In the extract, Dickens 
presents the Scrooge as an 
outsider…
Dickens suggests that being 
part of society  is important 
through…
Through the presentation of 
Scrooge, Dickens highlights 
how important it is…

How? (AO2)

Dickens uses…

The writer shows us 
through the use of…

It could be 
suggested that the 
use of…

Why? (AO3)

Perhaps Dickens wanted 
to remind us that…

It could suggest that …

The reader may respond 
to this by…

Key words:
Misanthropic, social commentary, allegory
Victorian, Malthusian controversy,  poverty, asyndetic 
lists, colour imagery, sensory description, personification, 
metaphor, family, community, redemption

Challenge:
Can you comment on the 
structure of the novella and how 
it adds to our understanding of 
Dickens intentions?


