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Writing the essay – structure. 
 

1. THESIS: In his novella ‘A Christmas Carol’, Dickens conveys the 
message that Christmas is a time that should be celebrated. The 
Victorian context of the novel was a time when …  

2. In the extract, which is taken from the beginning of the novella, 
Dickens shows the contrast in attitudes to Christmas between 
Scrooge and Fred. Dickens presents the character of Scrooge as …  

3. Dickens presents the character of Fred as …. 
4. Elsewhere in the novel, Dickens presents Christmas as a …..   

 
The character of …..   is presented by Dickens as the antithesis 
(opposite) of …… 
The character of …. is the epitome of …. 
The character of …. represents ideas about … 
This attitude links to the Victorian context of the novel. At the time that 
Dickens was writing ………. 
Dickens uses descriptions of __________ to symbolise …….. 
This description is symbolic of …. 
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A Christmas Carol assessment 



 7 

Read the following extract from Chapter 5 and then answer the question that follows. 
In this extract, Scrooge begins to fully enter into the spirit of Christmas. 
 
He had not gone far, when coming on towards him he beheld the portly gentleman, who had walked 
into his counting-house the day before, and said, "Scrooge and Marley's, I believe." It sent a pang across 
his heart to think how this old gentleman would look upon him when they met; but he knew what path 
lay straight before him, and he took it. 
"My dear sir," said Scrooge, quickening his pace, and taking the old gentleman by both his hands.  "How 
do you do.  I hope you succeeded yesterday.  It was very kind of you.  A merry Christmas to you, sir!" 
"Mr Scrooge?" 
"Yes," said Scrooge.  "That is my name, and I fear it may not be pleasant to you.  Allow me to ask your 
pardon.  And will you have the goodness" -- here Scrooge whispered in his ear. 
"Lord bless me!" cried the gentleman, as if his breath were taken away.  "My dear Mr Scrooge, are you 
serious?" 
"If you please," said Scrooge.  "Not a farthing less.  A great many back-payments are included in it, I 
assure you.  Will you do me that favour?" 
"My dear sir," said the other, shaking hands with him. "I don't know what to say to such munificence." 
"Don't say anything please," retorted Scrooge.  "Come and see me.  Will you come and see me?" 
"I will!" cried the old gentleman.  And it was clear he meant to do it. 
"Thank you," said Scrooge.  "I am much obliged to you.  I thank you fifty times.  Bless you!" 
He went to church, and walked about the streets, and watched the people hurrying to and fro, and 
patted children on the head, and questioned beggars, and looked down into the kitchens of houses, 
and up to the windows, and found that everything could yield him pleasure.  He had never dreamed 
that any walk -- that anything -- could give him so much happiness. In the afternoon he turned his 
steps towards his nephew's house. 
He passed the door a dozen times, before he had the courage to go up and knock.  But he made a dash, 
and did it: 
"Is your master at home, my dear?" said Scrooge to the girl.  Nice girl.  Very. 
"Yes, sir." 
"Where is he, my love?" said Scrooge. 
"He's in the dining-room, sir, along with mistress.  I'll show you up-stairs, if you please." 
"Thank you.  He knows me," said Scrooge, with his hand already on the dining-room lock.  "I'll go in 
here, my dear." 
He turned it gently, and sidled his face in, round the door.  They were looking at the table (which was 
spread out in great array); for these young housekeepers are always nervous on such points, and like to 
see that everything is right. 
"Fred!" said Scrooge. 

 
Starting with this extract, how does Dickens present redemption? 
Write about: - 

• How Dickens presents redemption in this extract 

• How Dickens presents redemption in the novel as a whole. 

[30 marks] 
A Christmas Carol assessment 
Read the following extract from Chapter 5 and then answer the question that follows. 
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In this extract, Scrooge wakes up on Christmas morning.   

 
Starting with this extract, how does Dickens present the transformation of Scrooge? 
 
Write about: 

• How Dickens presents Scrooge’s transformation in this extract 

• How Dickens presents Scrooge’s transformation in other parts of the novel 

(30 marks) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yes! and the bedpost was his own. The bed was his own, the room was his own. Best and happiest 
of all, the time before him was his own, to make amends in!  

“I will live in the Past, the Present, and the Future!'' Scrooge repeated, as he scrambled out of 
bed. “The Spirits of all Three shall strive within me. Oh Jacob Marley! Heaven, and the Christmas 
Time be praised for this! I say it on my knees, old Jacob; on my knees!''  

He was so fluttered and so glowing with his good intentions, that his broken voice would scarcely 
answer to his call. He had been sobbing violently in his conflict with the Spirit, and his face was 
wet with tears.  

“They are not torn down,'' cried Scrooge, folding one of his bed-curtains in his arms, “they are 
not torn down, rings and all. They are here: I am here: the shadows of the things that would 
have been, may be dispelled. They will be. I know they will!''  

His hands were busy with his garments all this time: turning them inside out, putting them on 
upside down, tearing them, mislaying them, making them parties to every kind of extravagance.  

“I don't know what to do!'' cried Scrooge, laughing and crying in the same breath; and making a 
perfect Laocoön of himself with his stockings. “I am as light as a feather, I am as happy as an 
angel, I am as merry as a school-boy. I am as giddy as a drunken man. A merry Christmas to 
every-body! A happy New Year to all the world! Hallo here! Whoop! Hallo!''  

He had frisked into the sitting-room, and was now standing there: perfectly winded.  

Really, for a man who had been out of practice for so many years, it was a splendid laugh, a 
most illustrious laugh. The father of a long, long line of brilliant laughs!  

“I don't know what day of the month it is!'' said Scrooge. “I don't know how long I've been among 
the Spirits. I don't know anything. I'm quite a baby. Never mind. I don't care. I'd rather be a baby. 
Hallo! Whoop! Hallo here!''  

He was checked in his transports by the churches ringing out the lustiest peals he had ever 
heard. Clash, clang, hammer, ding, dong, bell. Bell, dong, ding, hammer, clang, clash! Oh, 
glorious, glorious! 
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Section B is Anthology Poetry. 
Answer the question from the Power and Conflict section. You will be asked to compare two of the poems 
you have studied.  
You are assessed on AO1, AO2 and AO3 in this section.  
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EXAMPLE QUESTION: 
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Note how AO1 
Specifically 
focuses on 
comparison in this 
question. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Advice from the exam board: 

• The selection of the second poem is one of the keys to success as this gives the student the 
material to construct a holistic response. 

• Examiners are looking to reward the level at which the student has connected the two poems in the 
light of the focus of the question.  

 
Plan your answer carefully so that you have your main points of comparison – your thesis - clear before 
you start.  
 
For example:  
Compare the ways poets present ideas about nature in Kamikaze and one other poem from ‘Power and Conflict’.   
[30 marks] 
 

 Prelude Kamikaze 

Nature is presented as 
beautiful 
 

‘small circles glittering idly… 
sparkling light…’ 

‘like bunting on a green-blue 
translucent sea’ 

Nature is presented as 
powerful and controlling 
 

‘a huge peak – black and 
huge…’ 

‘the dark prince, muscular, 
dangerous’ 

Nature has a transformative 
effect on people 

‘a trouble to my dreams’ ‘this was no longer the father 
we loved’ 

 
 
Example Comparative Paragraphs: 
 
KAMIKAZE and THE PRELUDE - Kamikaze and The Prelude both present nature as powerful and as 
something that can have a transformative effect on people. In Kamikaze Garland explores the inner 
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conflict of a Japanese pilot who is torn between his cultural expectations and his inner conscience. As he is 
flying over the sea he is struck by the beauty of nature. For example, ‘the little fishing boats strung out like 
bunting on a green-blue translucent sea’. Similarly, in The Prelude Wordsworth also presents nature as 
beautiful. The young man steals a boat and rows out into the lake. As he is rowing he notices that his oars 
are leaving ‘small circles glittering idly in the moon, until they melted all into one track of sparkling light.’ 
 
REMAINS and BAYONET CHARGE - In Remains and Bayonet Charge the poets present the indescribable 
horror of war in different ways. We can see that in both poems the poets use language to convey the 
impossibility of describing war. Remains is written in the first person and uses colloquial language so that 
we get a sense of the soldier’s innermost thoughts – it is as if we are overhearing a conversation with him. 
It is clear that he finds it hard to explain what has happened – for example, he says that the looter was ‘sort 
of inside out’. ‘Sort of…’ shows that he is struggling to find words to describe this horrific event, and ‘inside 
out’ almost sounds like a child’s description, making something horrific sound almost comical. Similarly, in 
Bayonet Charge, Hughes struggles to find language to describe the horror of conflict. The poem contains 
many similes, showing that the poet can only compare aspects of war to other things; he can’t describe the 
thing itself. For example… 
 
 

TASK: complete one of the essays above. 

 
 
Example essay: 
Compare the ways poets present ideas about power in Ozymandias and in one other poem from ‘Power 
and conflict’.  
 
Both Ozymandias and My Last Duchess show the effects of power and how it corrupts. Shelley describes 
Ozymandias’ ‘sneer of cold command’ as if to suggest that he is a cruel and heartless leader, only 
concerned with his own power and the immortality it will 
bring. The Duke in My Last Duchess is similarly concerned with his own power and status. Although the 
monologue is supposed to replicate a conversation, there is no opportunity for his listener to speak – 
Browning writes the monologue to show the Duke’s self- obsession and that he is not interested in anyone’s 
views other than his own.  
Ozymandias might have had ‘cold command’ of his ‘lands’, just like the Duke ‘gave commands’. Both poets 
are concerned with the effects of power and how in the wrong hands it corrupts. The Duke is shown to be 
misguided as Browning uses imagery to hint at the Duchess’ kindness and gentle spirit (white pony) to 
prove that she is innocent and has been killed for nothing. Ozymandias is shown to also be cruel: ‘sneer of 
cold command’ – however he has been left with nothing: ‘the lone and level sands stretch far away’. 
It could be argued that the Duke has also been left with nothing: he has a statue of ‘Neptune’ which is 
made of cold bronze. He doesn’t realise this himself however, as he cares nothing for human relationships 
and is far more concerned, like Ozymandias, with his pride and reputation.  
Ultimately both leaders are shown by the poets to be corrupt. 
Both poets feel that power in the wrong hands has devastating consequences on the innocent. However, 
although both poets show that this corruption is punished in the end, perhaps it is the Duke who is shown 
more clearly to be the true despot as Browning uses the dramatic monologue to show first hand how 
completely self absorbed he is.  
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AQA Advice for students when approaching Literature Paper  
 

• Know the text. If you know the text well you will be able to demonstrate this knowledge and 
understanding in the exam. The text should be the focus.  
 

• Answer the question. Perhaps underline the key foci before you start. Make sure you’ve read the 
question accurately.  

 

• Demonstrate your knowledge of the text by ‘pointing’ to particular moments. If you use a direct 
reference, make sure it’s relevant to your answer, and that you can say something useful about it. 
You don’t get extra marks for more quotations, but you do get more marks for making plenty of 
interesting comments about the references you have selected.   

 

• Focus on the range of things that the writer might have done on purpose during the process of 
putting the text together.   

 

• Using the writer’s name can help you to think about the text as a conscious construct and will keep 
reminding you that the author deliberately put the text together.  

 

• Link your comments on contextual factors / ideas to the text. Remember that context informs, but 
should never dominate, your reading of the text. The text comes first.  

 

• Read the unseen poem and make sure you get a sense of the overall point first. Select three or four 
key things to focus your attention on.  

 

• Manage your time effectively. Don’t spend too much time on the final question as it is only worth 8 
marks. Remember that this task asks you to compare methods, so make sure you focus your 
attention on the similarities / differences between what the two poets have done to make 
meaning. 
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Compare how poets explore feelings of loss in ‘The Emigree’ and one other poem from ‘Power and 
Conflict’.  
[30 marks] 
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Compare how poets explore the misuse of power in ‘Checking Out Me History’ and one other poem 
from ‘Power and Conflict’. 
[30 marks] 
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