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Child Criminal Exploitation 
There is currently no statutory definition of child criminal exploitation (CCE). Although some guidance does exist, it 
covers the different issues of deception, bullying, manipulation, coercion and violence. Young people are forced to 
work in cannabis factories, move drugs or money across county lines, and systematically carry out crimes of theft or 
violence against other young people.

The involvement of young people in organised criminal activity often develops over a long period and through the 
subtle gaining of ‘trust’ and ‘loyalty’ via gifts from criminals on the outskirts of organised crime. Young people who 
are vulnerable, lonely or have learning difficulties are especially targeted due to being more likely to want to form a 
relationship with exploiters. Once a trusting relationship is formed, the victims are required to perform increasingly 
exploitative tasks that embed them further into ‘gang’ activities, leaving them in debt to organised crime and further 
exploitation.

If you are concerned 
about a child’s 

potential involvement 
in CCE:

Contact South 
Gloucestershire’s 

Social Services Access 
and Response Team:

01454 866000 ‐ 
Monday to Friday 

9am ‐ 5pm

01454 615165 ‐ Out 
of hours and at 

weekends

In an emergency, 
please ring 999

tel:01454866000
tel:01454615165
tel:999
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External Agency Support

Both OTR and CYN can offer comprehensive support on all issues. They offer youth clubs, 1‐1 support 
and their websites can be used for students to find advice and information on a range of topics.

Kooth offer free, anonymous online support. You can encourage students to use Kooth on any issue.

Contact us Via Email:
Zoe.James@clf.uk

Carly.Wilshire@clf.uk
Jane.Thurston@clf.uk

Please speak to us for support or advice!
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