
The Glastonbury Festival 

The Glastonbury Festival, often simply called Glastonbury, is one of the most famous 
music and performing arts festivals in the world. It takes place almost every year in 
Pilton, a small village in Somerset, England. The festival was first held in 1970, the day 
after legendary musician Jimi Hendrix died. Back then, tickets cost just £1, and festival-
goers got free milk from the farm where the event was held! 

Today, Glastonbury has grown into a huge event that attracts more than 200,000 
people. The festival is well known for its large stages, especially the Pyramid Stage, 
where top musicians and bands perform. Many different genres of music are 
represented at Glastonbury, including rock, pop, hip-hop, electronic, and folk. There 
are also areas for theatre, circus performances, and spoken word events. 

Glastonbury is about more than just music. It supports many charities and has a strong 
focus on the environment. Recycling, reducing waste, and using renewable energy are 
important parts of the festival's mission. Many festival-goers camp in tents on the site 
for several days, no matter what the weather is like—rain or shine! 

Because the festival is so popular, tickets usually sell out within minutes of being 
released. People often plan months in advance to be part of the experience. For many, 
Glastonbury is not just a music festival, but a once-in-a-lifetime adventure. 

Comprehension Questions 

Section A: Multiple Choice (Circle the correct answer) 

1. Where is the Glastonbury Festival held? 
 a) London 
 b) Somerset 
 c) Manchester 
 d) Cornwall 

2. In what year did the first Glastonbury Festival take place? 
 a) 1980 
 b) 1960 
 c) 1970 
 d) 1990 

3. What is the name of the famous main stage at Glastonbury? 
 a) Star Stage 
 b) Glasto Stage 



 c) Pyramid Stage 
 d) Music Dome 

4. How much did a ticket cost for the first Glastonbury Festival? 
 a) £10 
 b) £1 
 c) £5 
 d) It was free 

Section B: Short Answer 

5. Name two types of performances you can see at Glastonbury besides music. 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What do many people do for accommodation during the festival? 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Why is the environment important to Glastonbury Festival? 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

8. What is one reason tickets to Glastonbury are hard to get? 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Section C: Longer Response 

9. In your own words, explain why Glastonbury Festival is more than just a music 
festival. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

10. Would you like to attend a festival like Glastonbury? Why or why not? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 


