Y8 Face: Understanding Plays and Stage directions

Task: Use the stage directions below to explore the presentation of
the three Martins.

In this play, there is a character called Martin. However, there are three
actors that play Martin:

Past Martin: he acts out things that have happened

Present Martin: shows what Martin is like now

Narrative Martin: tells the story to the audience

Past Martin

Look at what the stage directions show about Past Martin:

‘Past Martin takes up a carefree stillimage with Mark and Matfthew'’
‘Carefree’ means that you don’t have any worries.

What do you think that Past Martin is like?

Draw him with his friends




Narrative Martin
Look at the stage directions for Narrative Martin:
‘The Street Voices take up centre stage around Narrative Martin’

Draw Narrative Martin in the middle of a stage, with 6 people around him.

Present Martin
Look at the stage directions for Present Martin:
‘Present Martin takes up a place on a hospital bed’

Draw Present Martin in his hospital bed.

Extension:
We are also told about Past Martin that ‘all cast take a sharp intake of
breath on seeing [his] face and furn away’

What do you think (or know) has happened to Past Martin and why do you
think thise




Challenge - Creating Your Own Scene

Using what you have learnt about the conventions of a play, create your
own scene for ‘Face: The Play’ by Benjamin Zephaniah.

1. Where does it come in the order of events: Act___, Scene___
2. Stage directions: Introduce your scene with the stage directions.

3. Explain:

- Which characters are on the stage and what they are doing
- What the scene looks like on stage

- What the audience will be able to hear

4. Character name and what they say:

Write down the characters that speak and what they say. Don’t forget that
you can use stage directions to say how an actor says a line sometimes.
Example:

Narrative Martin: Look at me. | had no ideas. (Calls to his past self)

Remember to keep putting in stage directions that tell the actors what to
do. e.g. Awkward pause. Natalie, Mark and Matthew exit.




